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25X1A Nobte dealt with the nilitary training of the first training
phase rocps. The present report centers attention on the politi-
cal training in the geeond training phase and the politleal requirencuis
for the third phase. The report emphasizes the overriding importance as-
signed to political indoctrination in the Bast Tone paranilitary forces.

1. An order published by the !IIVA and sisned bv its chief, General lleinz loffman,
and its cidef political officer, Ceneral ndlling, is partienlarly concerned
with tie political indoctrination of the hast Zone pavamilitary forces. V-
tracts from the order read as follows (in order to retain the tenor of the
docurent the translation has been made as literal as possible).

2. The political education of a considerable number of Volkspolizei (VP) mem-
~ bers is linited, to a large extent, to book-learning and does not enable the
men to draw practical conclusions from the political lectures. !unmerous VP
members do not feel a sensc of personal attachment in the developnent of the
™ and are not taxing an active part in it

3. liembers of all ranks have insufficient familiarity with the biographiecs of
the rreat teachers of the German woriers, larx, bnpels, Thaclmann, and
Wilhelm Pieck; and with economic and pnlitical conditions in the DDR. “ues—
tions relating to the national struggle in Cerrany are not adequately dis-
cussed and the roles of rightist leaders as agents of American and Cerman
imperialisy are not clearly pointed out.

L. The improvement of ithe political - ideological level of the officers is pro-
ceeding at too slow a rate. !Many of them cover up their reluctance to improves
their ovn political qualifications by excuses of overwork, deadlines,

ete.

5. One hundred per cent. attendance of all VP nembers at politieal lectures iLas
still not been achiieved, particularly among officers, staff members, and
technical maintenarce personnel.
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The nain reasons for tiose deficiencies and wealmesses are: a large rroup
of the officers still sulfers from the erroneous concept that tlic political -
norale education is tiwe speeial tast of the political commissar instead of
all the officers. pecialized lectures still suffer from insutficient poli-
tical orientation and are delivered straifht from thie manuals instead of
bein; related to politieal, social and economic events. Political mroblens
are teing explained incompletely, in part even incorrectly, and almost with-
out the use of illnstrative materials. ViD leadership fails to inmuire inte
the qualifications of lecturers and group discussion leaders, many of whom
do not possess sufficient political training. Often the Polit-i{ultur (P-X)
sections fail Lo ca®ry out retuodic seninars on each theme to be discussed
and allow lecturers to carry out their assirmment without preparation,

" The P=X sections do not exploit fully the possibility of ealling on well-inown

activists, scientists and artists to give talks in the VPD, and orramize
visits to factories and by otler metiods t0 acquaint VP members with the
culture and success of the NNk, ¢ombining political indoctrination

viiti practical aspeets of the training.

Some of the VP" commanders have siiovn no respect for the. political progran. -
For examply, dorcandeur Mertow of VPD 1556 intormpted a scheduled
political lecture hecause he wanted to rive a tecrniecal demonsiration )
to his men instead, The leader of tle summer canp at VID 17Ll removed a

platoon in the miidle of a political lecture bLecanse he wanted them to peel

potatoes.

Commanding olficers do not exert enouyh pressure on or cive sufficient in-
centive to oflicers Lo continue their ovm political edncation  and their pro-
ress is not guided and controlled. ¥PD commaniers are maxing little effort
to aciideve a 100 per cent. attendance at political instructions and rermit
guard duty and +details to interfere with the political prograns They do not
supervise the lectures guificiently.

" In orler to reach the trainine roal of the eurrent training year, I7'& head-

quarters issuved the [ollowing order:

a. Tue deliciencies noted in the second training phase are to te corrcected
by °0 Septenber 1951.

be The tuird training phase will start on 1 August 1551 and teriinate on
15 lovember 1951. In the period from 16 Hovember to 30 ovenler 191,
final exaninations ani general ingpeetions will be held to determine
the resvlis achieved during the training year,

c. Immediate training goels will be: a more thorouch nowledpe of politi-
cal affairs as a basis for the successful completion of the training
progran, pariicularly in the case of officers; a tiphtening of discipline
and securing of comtai readiness for the MK, the interests of the
working class znd the German peorle, '

veamesses in the pelitical indoctrination of TP merbers are to be eliminated
during the politiecsl education progran of the third training phase. The en~
listed personnells coaprehension of the weaning of imperialism, of Lenin's
doctrine of a just and unjust war, and of the forms and methods of the class
strupple in the "L must be deepened Ly empliasizing the success of reconstruce
tion and the great cpportwiities of working people in the NDR.

One of the nost importent ains will te the secnring of better qualified and
Letter prepared seminar and discussion leaders. All former diseussion
Leg:!ars are to be re-appraised and will require re-appoiniment by the P-X
cidefl. Lew group discussion leaders arye %o Le cuosen from anong the peliti-
cally best qualified VP members who are nembers and candidates of the SED.
These nen must be exenpied from otlier duties so that they can reeeive four
hours of instruction a weekt on the sutject of lecture preparation. Here-
after, any seninar and group discussion leaders who come Lo tieir lectures
anprepared will not be adnitted to tie class and will be subject to disei-
plinary action.
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The F-X sections will organize a variety of enlbtural prograns desimed to
acquaint all VP nenbers with life in thé TDR.

In order to o-tain 100 per cent. participation of all VP menbers at the
political courses and in orler to improve the arxisi-Leninist indoctrination
of the orficers, the political progran is to be. 1eld on repularly set days
sirmltaneously [for oificers, olficer candidates, non-cotaissioned officers
and enlisted men. On tiose days,ouly work which is alsolutely essential and
cannot be postponed will be ecarried out, and ticn only Ly special permission
of the VPD commander or his P-X deputy. Officers will he formed in seminar
groups for self-study. Atitendance is ouligatory. ILealers of laouer units
will be responsible for tie political gqualification of &tielr sutordinate
officers. The P-4 secilons will organize an effective inspection of the
political program, will call "for criticism of the lectures and? have any
weaknesses eliminated at once. Only the commanding officer of the VP and
the c.ief of the P-i seclion ma; in an exceptional case exenplt menbers from
attenlance at this training, In order to improve their training,all offi-

" cers will be reqrired to hand in homework consisting of one problem per

monbi. All staff officers will carry ont one staff exercise per nonth.
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